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THE HOLY SEE

AND THE JEWS

A COLLEAGUE of mine has delivered himself of the opinion

that, in the nature of things, anything to do with the

Vatican is “near controversial.” There is much truth in

that. Few men, certainly, have ever been able to feel neutral,

one way or the other, on the subject of the Catholic Church.

Especially in matters of politics
;
and all the time, too, because

the Pope is important, and what he says will affect in practical

ways the lives of hundreds of millions of the Faithful.

The last two great wars have shown all this only too clearly.

Benedict XV in the last war was criticised and denounced all

round, by all the belligerents. Pius XII in this war has been

scourged by the Axis as pro-United Nations, by Fascists as

pro-Jew, by Nazis as pro-Capitalist, by Communists as pro-Nazi,

and by the Protestant “underworld” as Fascist. The story of

this will make as fascinating a book in the future as the book

which Fr. H. E. G. Rope has already published on the closed

episode of Benedict XV in the past. The irony is that, although

the parallel between the careers of the two Popes in the two wars

is almost exact, and although the cries of “partiality” and

“unneutrality” against Benedict are now shown by historians

of all countries to have been hysterical and false, the Church’s

critics are still at it.

Even in the field of humanitarian relief work for the afflicted

of all countries (and of none), which is the field to which this

pamphlet is confined, the efforts of Pope Pius XII have received

scant recognition in this country (though much in the United

States), while his succouring the Jews has actually called down
on his head more Axis abuse than anything else he has said or

done. There is already a large literature on the subject. Since
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the liberation of Rome, some of it has filtered in to this country :

notably the official publication from the Vatican Press, The

Church and the War {La Chiesa e la guerra

;

1944), and the

unofficial Vatican yearly account of the Holy See’s activities

{UAttivita della Santa Sede). The fundamental principles in the

name of which the Popes have spoken, enshrined in the utter-

ances, public and private, of the Pontiffs since Pius IX, have

been set out in a monumental volume {Principles for Peace)

published by the American Catholic Bishops in 1943.

Even so, the full story cannot yet be pieced together. All

that I have attempted here is to bring out the main developments

in one corner only of that field of humanitarian work—the

struggle of the Popes and the Church against the persecution of

the Jews in our generation. Among the agencies by means of

which the Holy See has covered the whole field during these

years of war, two in particular have had the afflicted Children

of Israel under their wing : the Relief Commission {Commissione

Soccorsi) and the Commission for Help to Refugees {Commissione

per TAssistenza ai Profughi). And the clearing-house for all the

Papal agencies has been the Vatican Information Office, estab-

lished in practically every country and working through the

Nuncios and Apostolic Delegates. The letters U.I.V. {Ufficio

Informazioni Vaticano) have been balm in the ears of many
hundreds of thousands of relatives all over the world. They

have signified hope—inquiries—news of the missing and the

interned and the enslaved—and in thousands of cases families

reunited and sentences commuted or waived, at the instance of

the Pope’s urgent plea, in the name of the Brotherhood of Man
under the Fatherhood of God. Little of any of this has got into

the daily and weekly press, for of its very nature it is work that

lacks news-value, and much of it has had to be done by stealth.

Catholics are less unfamiliar with it than others are, since to

Catholics it is part of the international life of the Church, and

something both natural and refreshing, .^d if occasionally one
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hears a Catholic ask when the Jews are going to speak out against

the persecution of Catholics—of which there is much up and down
the globe to-day, as there will always be—one knows nevertheless

that the overwhelming thought in the minds of the overwhelming

majority of Catholics is one of deep thankfulness that, in this

task of defending an unpopular Semitic people and a persecuted

racial minority, the Vicar of Christ and his Bishops throughout

the world have demonstrated their Catholic Faith in action.

The wave of persecution started up, on a nation-wide scale,

in Nazi Germany immediately after the fateful 30th of January,

1933, on which Hitler became Chancellor. Ever since, wherever

the racial theories of the National Sociahst heresy have pene-

trated, throughout the German-occupied territories, and in Italy

for the brief spell of MussoUni’s twilight, and even in the East

End of London during the years of the British Union of Fascists,

Jews good and bad have suffered indiscriminately, less for any-

thing they had done or not done, than because they were Jews.

The persecution has ranged from sheer extermination, as in the

ghettos of Warsaw, and deportation into forced labour, as in

many parts of Eastern Europe,^ down to petty victimisation and

pathetic insult. And the Catholic Church everywhere, from His

Holiness the Pope down to the humblest parish priest in all

countries where the scourge was rampant, has led the world in

denouncing it and in trying to defeat it.

The Popes have never left the least doubt where they stand

in this matter. “Spiritually,” said Pius XI on a famous occasion,

“we are Semites” :

“All Christians rightly give the title of Patriarch to Abraham.

Mankind is one universal race of human beings. It has no

room for separate races . . . No, it is not possible for

Christians to take part in anti-Semitism. Anti-Semitism is

inadmissible . . . Spiritually we are Semites.”-

^ See the memorial number of the Jewish Chronicle^ Dec. 11, 1942, on the
two million (out of the total of seven million) European Jews.

^ September 16, 1938. This was quoted as late as May 25, 1943, by the
German Radio in a broadcast to France attacking the Pope.
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That firm stand has conditioned all that the Holy See and the

clergy and Faithful of various countries have done during the

war to resist the anti-Semitic career of the Dictators. That firm

stand, too, has been one of the chief reasons for the attacks

made on the Vatican and the Church in both Germany and

Italy, as we shall see.

‘T have just received from Cardinal Maglione, Secretary of

State to His Holiness,” wrote the ApostoUc Delegate in Cairo in

1943, “the assurance that the Holy See has worked and is still

working for the protection of Jewish communities in the occupied

countries
;
and that, despite the want of success of so many

precious endeavours, the Holy Father does not cease to do

everything that is possible. Only recently the Vatican has again

been strongly criticised by certain sections of the Central

European Press for its defence of persecuted Jews, and for its

articles in the Osservatore Romano,^"

^

The Vatican Radio, too—the one organ that no enemies of

the Church and her teachings have yet been able to stifle—has

punctuated the war years with its reminders. “God was born,”

said Vatican Radio to Germany as late as January 6th, 1945,

“into a specific race and family. The Lord was no shiftless

cosmopoUtan, but a true-blooded Jew. Very likely He even

had the physical features of His Mother and her ancestors.”

The classic utterance of all is the implacable condemnation

which Pope Pius XI launched against the Hitler doctrine of race

in his Encyclical Mit brennender Sorge^ in March, 1937. “IFe

shall continue without failing, to stand before the rulers of your

people, as the defenders of villated rights, and in obedience to Our

conscience and Our pastoral mission, whether We be successful or

not, to oppose the policy which seeks, by open or secret means, to

strangle rights . . . None but superficial minds could stumble

into concepts of a national God, of a national religion ; or attempt

to lock within the frontiers of a single people, within the narrow

^ La Bourse Egyptienne, Feb., 1943. Quoted in The Tablet, April 3, 1943.
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limits of a single race, God, the Creator of the universe, the King

and Legislator of all nations, before Whose immensity they are

*‘as a drop in a buckef^

Not that this was the first great crisis of anti-Semitism in our

generation. Americans will remember the petition that went to

Pope Benedict XV in 1916 from three million Jews of the United

States, on the subject of the persecutions in occupied Poland in

the last War. “The Supreme Pontiff has, with great interest,

taken cognisance of your letter,” wrote Cardinal Gasparri, Papal

Secretary of State. “O/2 principle, as Head of the Catholic

Church, which, faithful to its divine doctrines and its most

glorious traditions, considers all men as brothers and teaches

them to love one another, he never ceases to inculcate among
individuals, as well as among peoples, the observance of the

principles of the natural law, and to condemn everything that

violates them. This law must be observed and respected in the

case of the children of Israel, as well as of all others, because it

would not be conformable to justice or to religion itself to

derogate from it solely on account of divergence of religious

confessions.”J^

Such, indeed, has been the tradition of the Church throughout

the centuries. A remarkable tribute to it was paid by an

American Jewish journal in 1942, and commented on in the

Boston Pilot :

“We are told that the Inquisition persecuted Jews. But, as

David Goldstein has pointed out in his Jewish Panorama,

authentic Jews had no real cause to fear this tribunal ... It

punished only those ‘Marranos’ who pretended a conversion they

did not mean, who became ‘converts’ for malevolent purposes

or from the motive of shabby personal ambition . . . David

Goldstein cites unimpeachable Jewish sources as evidence that

^ February 9, 1916. Full text in Principles for Peace : Selections from
Papal Documents, Leo XIII to Pius XII, Washington (N.C.W.C.), 1943,

pp. 198-9.
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the Inquisition was not the bogey which novehsts would

suggest. ...
“The Cathohc scholar could go on to name many historical

instances which prove a consistent pattern of generous Christian

feehng. Gregory the Great, in the sixth century, championed

the oppressed Jews. To the counterparts of Adolf Hitler in that

ancient world Pope Gregory wrote : ‘We forbid you to molest

the Jews or to lay upon them restrictions not imposed by the

estabhshed laws. We further permit them to hve as Romans
and to dispose of their property as they will.’ A Jewish historian,

Heinrich Graetz, freely admits that Pope Sixtus IV and Clement

VII fought to check the severity of the Inquisition among the

Marranos.

“This was one phase of the Church’s pohcy. The other was

the incessant efforts of the Popes to nail the anti-Jewish hes

which were poisoning people’s minds. Pope Gregory IX
described the charge of ‘ritual murder’ and denounced it as a

‘fabrication.’ This Pope did more than recommend justice—he

commanded that the Jews must not be molested in their con-

sciences, nor in the observance of their holidays. The disobedient

were threatened with excommunication. In medieval times, it

was ‘ritual murder.’ In our own day, it is the infamous Protocols

of the Elders of Sion, Here too, Cathohc scholarship has been

active on the side of decency and fairness. Again and again the

charge that there exists an organised Jewish conspiracy against

Christian civihsation has been proved by Catholic scholars to be

an impious forgery.”^

This is not to say that there has never been harshness towards

the Jews on the part of the Church. There has been : at intervals

throughout the centuries. But its grounds were always rehgious,

never pohtical or racial. It had been for “the defence of reUgion

according to the needs of different epochs, not in the name of

^ The Boston Pilot, September, 1942. The exposure of the famous
“ Protocols ” as a historical fraud has been completed by Fr. LesUe Walker,

S.J.
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the racialist principle as understood and applied to-day, but of a

purely religious principle which fought against every danger to

the faith and the civihsation based upon it, against Judaism

exactly as against Mohammedanism, Protestantism and sec-

tarianism.”^ There have been times when the Popes were

condemning anti-Semitism during spells of their own severest

restrictions against Jews, no less than during the horrors of recent

years.

Midway between Cardinal Gasparri’s letter of 1916 and the

Encychcal of Pius XI in 1937, comes a succinct and authoritative

declaration from the Holy Office, to the effect that the Church,

“just as it reproves all rancours and conflicts between peoples,

particularly condemns hatred of the people once chosen by God^

the hatred that commonly goes by the name of Anti-Semitism.”^

GERMANY

By the time the war finally broke out in September, 1939,

few people could have any illusions left as to what would happen

to the Jews as the German armies advanced over Europe. For

the pattern had completed itself in Germany during the previous

six years.

Till 1933, when Hitler became Chancellor, the ground had

been prepared by the Nazi press campaign led by Juhus Streicher.

In April, 1933, the Boycott had begun. Jews were dismissed

from the professions and the arts : from all cultural life. The
Nuremberg Laws had followed in 1935, implying for Jews the

loss of all civil rights and the “Aryanisation” of their businesses.

Two years later they were finally excluded from trade and

economics. By the end of 1937, over 170,000 had fled. In the

^Osservatore Romano, Sept. 7, 1938.
^ Professor D. A. Binchy comments on this decree of 1928 :

“ One cannot
help wondering how some ultra-Catholic journalists in English-speaking
countries manage to reconcile their attacks on the Jews with this authoritative
pronouncement from the headquarters of their Church ” {Church and State in

Fascist Italy, Oxford Univ. Press, 1941, p. 610).
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next year the process began in Austria, and those who continued

their flight into Hungary and Czechoslovakia were caught up in

due course. By the end of 1938, one Jew out of every five in

Czechoslovakia was suffering persecution ; and even before the

war there were over 15,000 Pohsh Jews under duress in the

Greater Reich. Fifty thousand thronged the Concentration

Camps, and the daily suicide rate in Vienna had reached 500.

It has been estimated that by the end of 1939 the Nazis had got

rid of half-a-miUion Jews. Only a quarter-of-a-milhon remained

in Germany (that is, one-third of the original number).

^

Here was a plan of extermination, unprecedented in modern
times. It was conceived in terms of a philosophy preached by

men who, as everybody at last reahsed, would carry it out to its

logical and most efficient conclusion. The story of the Cathohc

resistance to it is not yet known in full detail. But resistance

there was, and uncompromising.

So implacable was the opposition of the Cathohcs in Germany
to the Nuremberg Anti-Jewish Laws of 1933 and the pogroms

that followed them, that within three years the Nazi press was

identifying the Cathohc Church with Judaism and Marxism.

The Volkischer Beobachter, the Angriff, the Sturmer of Juhus

Streicher, and the organ of the Army {Das Schwarze Korps)

referred repeatedly to a Vatican-Jewish affiance, gave hsts of

“Jewish Popes,” and caricatured the Primate, Cardinal Faulhaber,

“the friend of the Jews, who gives the hand of friendship to

Moscow.”^

“The Vatican,” said Der Angriff, “weU iUustrates a saying of

Alfred Rosenberg : ‘Many old people hold so fast to traditions

and customs dating from before 1914 that the sight of our

modern world disconcerts them.’ Thus the ancient fathers of

For detailed summaries of the persecutions, see Israel Cohen, The Jews
in the War, Muller (29, Great James St., W.C.l), 1942 ; and “ Conditions in

Occupied Territories, No. 6,” The Persecution of the Jews, H.M. Stationery

Office, 1943.

^ E.g. Schwarze Corps, June 11, 1936 ; Angriff,tiov. 19, 1937 ; Volkischer

Beobachter, March 17, 1938 ;
S.A.-Mann, June 12, 1936.
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the Vatican do not understand the signs of the times, which

demand a radical and thorough-going solution of the Jewish

problem. By means of radio and press they set themselves

against a development which is merely fulfilUng the demands of

the Early Christian Church. It has come about that all those

who really put their hearts into the solution of the Jewish problem

are better CathoUcs than His Holiness and all his underlings.”^

The Nazi authorities knew, indeed, that in attacking the

Catholic Church itself for its refusal to toe the Party line on the

Jewish question, it would be necessary to attack the very founda-

tions of the Catholic Faith. These were set out in The Truths of

the Catechism, a book issued by the Catholic Bishops after their

Fulda Conference. The Minister for Culture for Baden went

so far as to declare this Catechism “injurious to the State,” on

the strength of some of its key-questions and answers: and he

accordingly banned the book and called in every copy from every

school.^ It was not to be tolerated that Christianity should

acknowledge any debt to Judaism of any sort at all. That was.

in 1937. But the Bishops declined to mince matters. “It is

vain,” said the Bishop of Wurzburg in his Lenten Pastoral of

1939, “to attempt to stamp Christ as an Aryan. According to

His human nature Christ grew from Jewish stock.”

The persecution of the Jews, therefore, involved persecution

of the Catholics. Examples abound in the book cited in the

previous footnote. We can take one single example as typical

of the mildest. Here is the protest sent by the Archbishop of

Paderborn, on Jure 30th, 1939, to the District Leader of Munster :

“A regrettable incident obliges me to have recourse to you.

On Thursday, June 15th, there took place a procession of the

^ October 27, 1938.

There were four questions in particular : 17, 23, 28, 34. Question 17
read :

“ What was the greatest honour of the Jewish people ? The greatest
honour of the Jewish people was that the Divine Saviour came forth from it.

In this sense Christ says :
‘ For salvation is of the Jews (John, iv. 22)’.”

See The Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich, Bums Oates,.

1940, p. 62f.
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Old Guard of the Fuehrer in the morning; and in the afternoon

a so-called historical pageant, which is the occasion of my
protest, paraded through the streets.

“A few days before the 15th it had been rumoured in the

city that the procession would have an anti-CathoUc character,

and on that account many Catholics refrained from being

present. The pageant that actually took place can only be

described as a reversion to the worst excesses of the anti-

clericalism of bygone days. On a moving stage inscribed with

the tag ‘On with the movement away from God,’ was displayed

a Rabbi on terms of intimate companionship with an individual

robed as a Catholic priest, who sprinkled water over the crowd

with a lavatory brush in contempt of the Catholic use of holy

water. The inscription on the stage was interpreted by

onlookers to signify that the German clergy, or at least the

clergy of my diocese, had joined forces with Jews and Com-
munists in an ‘Away from God’ movement. That is sheer

falsification of historical facts, the gravest slander that has as

yet been cast against the clergy.

Cardinal Faulhaber meanwhile had taken a firm stand. Not
only did he condemn the persecutions, but when the Chief Rabbi

of Munich was expelled by the Gestapo at six hours’ notice in

October, 1938, the Cardinal helped him to save the sacred objects

from the synagogue before it was pulled down. This was the

origin of the posters calling for the Cardinal’s removal also.

Faulhaber’s own retort to the posters was a sermon which he

preached in his cathedral of Munich to a congregation of 15,000

the following month, in the course of which he made his most

famous declaration on the Jewish question :

“We Christians must love every race ... You can see in

this town of Munich, with your own eyes, the destruction which

bhnd racial hate has caused. . .

^ Ibid, p. 286f.
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The result was the Gestapo descent on his palace next day,

when he appeared on the steps in full canonicals, and the car

that had come to arrest him saw fit to drive off discreetly.^

And similarly, after March, 1938, in AUSTRIA. Of the

total population of the Austrian Republic, six millions, about

half-a-million were Jews, and they nearly all lived in Vienna.

The Nuremberg cycle went into operation immediately after the

plebiscite ; and ‘T can testify to this,” said a first-hand account

later, in the United States paper P.M., “that after Nazism came,

the Catholic Church was the only non-Jewish organisation in

Austria which protected vast numbers of Jews, when it was able,

from the more drastic forms of persecution.”^

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

After Austria, Czechoclovakia. The Sudetenland was

annexed to the Third Reich by the Munich Agreement in Septem-

ber, 1938 ; the rest of the country followed it into domination

next March. In the wake of the tanks came the Nuremberg

Laws and the pogroms.

There had already been a tide of fierce anti-Semitism in

Czechoslovakia since the Peace Treaties of 1919. Of a total

population of some fourteen milhons, less than half-a-million

were Jews. They had been excluded from the professions for a

time, until protected by Dr. Benes. After Munich, their days

were numbered : together with their brethren who had come
for sanctuary from Germany herself in the previous five years.

The first anti-Jewish Law was passed in September. When the

second Law was introduced five months later, one Jew out of

every ten had already disappeared.

^ In January, 1943, the Archbishop of Canterbury described the protests

of German Catholics and Protestants as being “ in sel f-defence rather than
the protest of outraged justice and brotherly love.” Th e Faulhaber episodes

were thereupon recalled, in the London Catholic Times, through Cardinal
Hinsley, by a German ex-official and refugee : Jan. 29, 1943.

^ See The Tablet, July 18, 1942.
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The centre-piece of the Cathohc Czech and Slovak resistance

to the Aryan persecution in their country is to be found in the

Joint Pastoral Letter which the seven Bishops of Slovakia issued

on March 8th, 1943, to be read in all churches and chapels. It

was a categorical definition of the rights of the Jews under the

Natural Law.

“The only way to make up your mind about any question

is according to the Natural Law and Divine Revelation . . .

If one or more members of a nation, a group, or a national

minority are blameworthy, this does not impUcate the whole

nation, the group, or the national minority. The Natural

Law demands that the responsibility and the culpability shall

be examined in every individual case, and that the punishment

shall be meted out according to the result of the investigation.

The State must defend the principle of the Natural Law and

must itself abide by it . . . The Samaritan, despised by the

Jews, saved the Jew in the wilderness ; and the Samaritan

certainly had no right to harm the Jew, simply because he was

a Jew. Our Lord has given the command which is vahd for

all Christians : ‘Go ye and do likewise.’

“In our statement in Katohcke Noviny we have clearly

defined our attitude to the baptism of Jews. We have per-

mitted, and we shall go on permitting, that all those should be

baptised whose Christian sincerity is proved by the priest and

who bind themselves to fulfil the reUgious and moral precepts

of the Church . . . Christian and civic rights must only be

refused to those who by their behaviour have shown themselves

unworthy. These are the principles which we have laid down

and defended innumerable times, verbally and in writing. We
find ourselves forced to publish them anew. . .

It took time for the full texts of documents to reach the

Vatican from the various theatres of war. This famous Pastoral

i Text in Tablet, July 3, 1943.
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arrived at the Holy See three months after it had been read from

the pulpits of Czechoslovakia. Radio Vatican at once broadcast

it to Germany, on June 21st. “We believe,” said the announcer,

“that our hsteners will welcome hearing it.”

But its effect—in a country annexed to the Reich—was less

than in other lands, where, as in Hungary and in Yugoslavia, the

Papal and episcopal protests actually secured the repeal of some

of the anti-Semitic laws and contrived the rescue of hundreds of

the persecuted.

POLAND

The German armies crossed the Polish frontier on September

1st, 1939, and within a month the anniversary of “Munich” was

celebrated by the German-Russian pardtion of the entire country.

Poland has always lain very near the heart of the Holy See.

With Belgium, it was mentioned by name in Pope Benedict’s

Peace Note in 1917, as a country whose restoration was a sacred

obUgation of the world. In this second World War the toll of

Papal speeches and declarations on Polish independence has

taken up many hours of broadcasting time from Radio Vatican,

and many pages of documentation.^

The pre-war population of Poland was some 31 millions, of

whom roughly one in ten was a Jew. Anti-Semitism had been

intermittent in the country, but the Jews were so intermingled

with the rest of the people that anti-Semitic critics were likely to

find their criticisms rebound on themselves. When Cardinal

Hlond, the Primate, raised his voice against the Nazis in the

Jewish question, he had behind him a sound record of protests

against the earlier, local, Polish persecutions in Lwow and other

towns.

-

^ See the Polish book, Niektore Wiadomosci, O Ojcowskiej Zyczliwosci,
Papieza Piusa XII dla Polski, publ. in Switzerland in 1942 but not yet trans-

lated into English.
^ Cf. his Pastoral Letter of early 1939 {Tablet, Feb. 4, 1939).
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Cases have come to light of Cathohc clergy executed for

harbouring Jews or facilitating their escape. In occupied Poland,

indeed, there seem to have been fewer Cathohc priests than almost

anywhere else inchned even to suspend judgment on the Nazi

campaign because of personal anti-Jewish views. The Arch-

bishop of Detroit, Mgr. Mooney, paid tribute to the Cathohc

clergy of Poland in a pronouncement he made in 1942 ;

“For me it is a matter of pride to recaU the memory of

venerable Father Godlewski, a 77-year-old priest who, together

with the Vicar of Grzybo parish, voluntarily remained in the

Warsaw Ghetto to alleviate the sufferings of its condemned

inhabitants. Even now it is known that the following Cathohc

priests met their death at the hands of the Nazis for giving

aid to hunted Jews : Canon Urbanowicz, who was shot in

1943 ; Father Archutowsky, Rector of the Seminary of

Warsaw, who was sent to Majdanek, where he died under

torture in October, 1943 ; the Dean of Grodno and the Prior

of the Franciscan Monastery in that city, who were sent to

Lomza and shot there in the autumn of 1943. But it is not a

question merely of a few outstanding instances which inade-

quate information of a detailed kind reveals. There is an

organised movement in Poland for the protection of Jews by

their non-Jewish neighbours. A special committee of the

Polish Underground has for its aim to conceal the Jews who
are hiding among the Pohsh people, and to render them needed

assistance.

But news is indeed scanty from this part of Europe. The

Stationary Office book, Nazi Kultur in Poland, built up from

reports smuggled out by the Pohsh Underground Movement and

edited in London, is itself all too tantalising on the Christian work

of succour to the Jews amid the horrors of the Vernichtungslager

(Annihilation Camps). The full story is yet to come.

^ Text in The Tablet, Sept. 2, 1944.
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ITALY

The promulgation of the “Aryan Manifesto” in Italy in July,

1938, came as a profound shock to Catholics all over the world.

It seemed at first incredible that Racialism should be starting up

on the very threshold of the Vatican itself, and in a Christian

land where there were only fifty thousand Jews out of a population

of forty-four millions. No one feared that anti-Semitism would

capture the Italian people. Nor did it. But the Fascist Grand

Council adopted the Aryan Manifesto in October, and anti-

Jewish laws went into force on Nazi lines.

Vatican relations with Mussohni’s Government were already

strained, on account of the growing co-operation between Duce

and Fuehrer. Already, in advance of the anti-Jew laws, the

Pope had condemned the Manifesto as “apostasy,” and called

on the members of Catholic Action to oppose the new policy,

whereupon the Fascist Party, through its Secretary, Starace, took

reprisals. On July 29th the Pope warned Mussolini in a pubUc

speech that “He who strikes at the Pope dies !” The Duce
repUed, from Forli, to a Press Conference, that, “I want you and

everyone to know that in the race question we will go straight

ahead.” When the Vatican paper, the Osservatore Romano,

pubhshed the Pope’s utterances, it was boycotted by the Fascist

Party to keep the truth from all but subscribing readers, and

distorted in the Fascist press reports. When the Jewish Laws

came into force, a duel between Vatican and Quirinal began that

is still going on in those areas where the shadow of the late Duce
can still hang.

Eminent scientists and men of letters, dismissed from Itahan

posts because they were Jews, were immediately invited to take

up posts inside the Vatican City State. One day Roberto

Almagia was banished from his professorship of cartography in

the University of Rome. The next day he was continuing his
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researches and teaching inside the Vatican. The Rector of the

University of Rome, Dr. Giorgio del Vecchio, discharged from

his chair of jurisprudence, was invited by Pius XII to become a

Vatican lawyer.^

When the most rabid of the Fascist anti-Semites, Sr. Telesio

Interlandi, was appointed head of the “Racialist Department”

of the Home Office, and editor of the Government journal Difesa

della RazzQy the Osservatore Romano denounced his publications

as outraging “discretion, decency and morality.”^ And when a

book on the principles of the new raciaUsm appeared early the

following year, it denounced that. 3 As the Pope himself said, in

all this there was “a grave and gross error which reaches to the

steps of the altar, because it denies Cathohc doctrine.”* And,

as the President of the French Chamber solemnly acknowledged,

the reaction of Pius XI to the crisis, and his use of every available

agency of succour for the Jews, was but continuing the age-long

tradition of the Church.^

The Duce, with Farinacci and Gayda, had imagined that the

agreement recently come to between the Cathohc Action organisa-

tion and the Fascist Party would in some way muzzle the Cathohc

outcry. But not a bit of it. With the single exception of the

Bishop of Cremona, Mgr. Cazzani (and that, says Binchy, a

dubious one), the Itahan Bishops passed on the lead given by

the Pope and his newspaper and radio. Cardinal Schu§ter

arraigned the anti-Semitic laws, in his cathedral of Milan, as

embodying “a heresy born in Germany and now insinuating

itself almost everywhere,” which “not only attacks the super-

natural foundations of the Cathohc Church, but by materialising

in human blood the spiritual concepts of individual, nation and

fatherland, refuses to humanity ah spiritual values, and thus

^ E. D. Kleinlerer, in the U.S. Commonweal, April, 1943 ;
Binchy, op. cit.,

p. 611.
2 Sept. 15, 1938.
3 Feb. 5, 1939.
* Osservators, Sept. 8, 1938.
* M. Herriot. S^ Binchy, op. cit., p. 615.
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constitutes an international danger not less serious than

Bolshevism.”^

The Regime Fascista itself admitted, at the end of 1942, that

if the action taken by the Fascist Government against the Jews

had been less than it had hoped, the reason was fear of an open

conflict with the Vatican. “The truth is,” it said, “we did our

best not to create a gulf between ourselves and the clergy

—

whereupon the majority followed the advice of the Pope and the

Osservatore, which, since the outbreak of war, has taken a

united attitude with our enemies.”^ By that date, although the

number of Italians who qualified as “Jews” under the Aryan

Laws was under forty thousand, practically the entire Jewish

population had suffered in one way or another.

The Osservatore Romano impugned the Aryan Laws alto-

gether, in two bitter leading articles in the following year. “The

Manifesto approved at Verona by the Republican Fascist

Ministers of State,” it declared, “cannot be considered as a

juridical source. It classifies Jews born in Italy of Itahan parents

in the category of enemy nationals ... It is declared that these

measures are necessary to forstall a subsequent action of the Jews

against the Italian nation. But it is certainly not necessary to

that end to send to concentration camps children, women, the

old and the infirm.” 3 This Editorial was long and detailed.

The Badoglio Government Radio broadcast its full text to Italy

the same night.

But, at the same time, the Holy See tried to mitigate the actual

effects of the Laws. In September, 1943, the Germans saddled

on the Jews of Rome a ransom of fifty kilos, of gold, with a

time-Umit of forty-eight hours for payment, with reprisals

^ Quoted in Binchy, p. 624. The most notable amongst the other epis-

copal pronouncements were those of Cardinal Rocca (Bologna) and the
Patriarch of Venice, the latter of whom the Fascist party had regarded as its

friend.

* Regime Fascista (Farinacci’s paper), cited in Gotheborg Handelsoch
Sjofarts-Tidningen of December 3, 1943.

* Osservatore Romano, December 3, 1943. Full text in Catholic Bulletin

ofForeign News (Ministry of Information), Jan. 29, 1944.
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against individuals as the alternative. The Jews feverishly raised

all they had—36 kilos.
; a deficit of 14 kilos. As soon as the

facts reached the ears of the Pope he made up the deficit himself.

Unhappily, the payment in full did not avail. The threatened

reprisals took place. ^

In July, 1944, the Chief Rabbi in Italy, Dr. Israel ZoUi, one

month after the hberation of Rome by the AlHed Forces, made
a solemn declaration in the Rome Synagogue, a declaration of

tribute for what the Holy See had done to amehorate the Laws
and to denounce their very basis, from the time of Mussohni’s

Manifesto onwards. By then, the persecution had passed away

to the restricted areas still held by the Axis in Northern Italy.

On the actual day, indeed, when the Alhes entered Rome (June

4th), the seals were removed from the doors of the two synagogues

in the city, and the Jewish News Bulletin of the Eighth Army
spoke out as follows :

“It was a great occasion for the Community, who were just

beginning to reahse that they could walk the streets once more

as free citizens. To the everlasting credit of the people of

Rome, and the Roman Cathohc Church, the lot of the Jews

has been made easier by their truly Christian offers of assistance

and shelter. Even now, many still remain in the institutions

which opened their doors to hide them from the fate of deporta-

tion to certain death in Poland. Many were taken, leaving

mourning famiUes behind. The full story of the help given to

our people by the Church cannot be told, for obvious reasons,

until after the war.”

For the Axis commentators, this sort of thing was about the

last straw. The Swiss Telegraph Agency quoted Fascist and

German papers as denouncing the Rabbi and the Bulletin as

“insults” to a Christian Pope. Radio Vatican itself, meanwhile,

broadcast a report of the Rabbi’s address on June 14th, in Itahan

for Italy. By 13th October, the German wireless was reduced

^ Story—subsequently completely authenticated—in La Liberte, Fribourg,
April 15, 1944.
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to lamenting that, under the new dispensation, the normal

population of 4,000 Jews in Rome had swelled to over 7,000.

Later on. Rabbi Zolli was asked whether every one of the

statements attributed to him were in fact authentic. For accounts

of his address of thanks had grown in currency. “No,” he

rephed. “Personally I would not have chosen such expressions.

Not because I do not appreciate with all my heart the help

given by the Church, but because of a sense of delicacy towards

the Vatican. I think it would have been far better to express

our gratitude directly to the Vatican and let the Vatican decide

whether or not to make pubhc our homage. To express our

gratitude was, I think, no more than our duty ; but only the

Vatican is entitled to make such a gesture pubhc.”

i

Perhaps the best footnote of all, upon the work of the Holy

See for the persecuted Jews in Italy, is that of Camillo Pennino,

put out by the enemy-controlled Northern Italy Radio on January

13th, 1945. It was entitled “Cathohc Black Market in Jews,”

and taken from the Fascist paper II Lavoro :

“.
. . It amounts to secret activity by the Catholic Church

on behalf of the Jews. The French Agency states : ‘Through

the St. Raphael Association, with its central offices in Rome,

and branches all over Europe, Pius XII has rescued from

Germany 25,000 Jews since the beginning of the war, enabling

them to enter Italy illegally. During the German occupation

of Rome the priests entrusted with this task camouflaged their

activity and burned their files.’ They were thus able to save

both their face and their money. For the gentlemen of the

St. Raphael Association received milhons from all parts of

the world, and certainly their work was worth doing . . .

But where does this loving pity for the Jews come from ?

The Pope is truly the father of all, and the world may witness

that act. Only the Fascists, those scoundrels, earned the

^ See The Tablet, August 26., 1944.
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hatred of the Vatican. And how could this be otherwise ?

Who, but the Fascists, concluded the Lateran Treaty? The

same Fascists who dared prevent the Communist brothers

from setting ablaze sacred emblems during processions
; who

prevented by violence the besmirching of the Cross ; who
imposed rehgious teaching, church weddings and respect for

church institutions ; who brutally enabled the Pope to walk

freely in Rome like any other sovereign ! All that, is of no

consequence. Never would the Jews have performed such

dirty deeds and such infamous tricks ! If God had loved

Italy, he would have appointed to the Chair of Peter, instead

of a Roman, a Palestinian !”

And perhaps the best epitaph is that of Professor Binchy

himself, on Pius XI, whose last illness was already upon him when
the Itahan anti-Jewish laws summoned him to condemn and

defend :

“It seemed that no tribulation could break that dauntless

spirit nor halt it for a second on the path of duty. In the sunset

of his life he stands, as it were, transfigured on the horizon,

the living embodiment of the charity of Christ, pleading in

the name of his Master the cause of the persecuted Jews.

Racked with pain, heedless of the insults that rained on him

from the Nazi and the Fascist press, he fought on to the close.”i

FRANCE

With the French Armistice on June 22nd, 1940, still one more

country was open to the virus of unchecked “anti-Semitism”

that had by now become synonymous with “German occupation.”

Anti-Semitism in France had dwindled ever since the Dreyfus

Case in the ’nineties. In the five years before the war it had been

noticeable now and again, as a result of the influx of Jewish

refugees into France from Germany and Spain. There were

^D. A. Binchy, op. cit., p. 97.
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indeed notorious anti-Semites amongst the prominent French

writers—Darquier, Rabatet, Cehne. But equally ther ewere

champions of the persecuted Jews, amongst the Catholic writers

—

notably Maritain, Paul Claudel and Daniel Rops. At the end

of 1937 a symposium on Anti-Semitism had been pubhshed by

the Cathohc group. They took as their chief pragmatic argument

that the Church, who knew too much of persecution at first

hand and to her own cost, would not be likely to sanction it

against the Jews.^ On the contrary, just before the outbreak

of the war. Cardinal Verdier and the Protestant leader Pastor

Boegner (both of whom were members of the French Govern-

ment’s Committee for Refugees) reported that nearly a quarter

of a million refugees had been succoured to date.- And, to

make matters clear, the French Government passed in the same

year a decree against anti-Semitism.

Then came the campaign of 1940, and the collapse. In France

at this time there were half a milhon Jews. The scourge fell

upon them in Petain’s two laws of October, 1940, and June, 1941.

The persecution reached its height in the summer of 1942, with

the final rounding up of all foreign Jews who had entered French

territory since 1936. From first to last, from the Pope’s own
Nuncio down to the parish clergy, the Church in France fought it.

The Papal Nuncio, Mgr. Valerio Valeri (who was to report

to the Vatican later on the whole episode), made an energetic

protest to the Vichy Government in July, 1942. The Holy

Father, he told Petain, “asks you to end these inhuman arrests

of defenceless people . . . The Holy Father neither understands

nor approves.” Reports from neutral Switzerland revealed that

the Vatican had received agonised appeals on behalf of the

French Jews from some 145 Cathohc organisations in Latin

America and Europe, including Italy. But, as the headUnes of

the London Jewish Chronicle recorded, “The Pope pleads in

^Tablet, Dec. 18, 1937 ; April 30, 1938.
nbid, Jan. 28, 1939.
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vain ... Vatican’s Protest against Massacres . . . ‘Inter-

ference,’ says Berlin.” Laval is reported to have replied to the

Nuncio that “he could not be influenced by the Holy See,” and

his refusal was broadcast by the German-controlled Radio Paris.

The Papal Nuncio in Germany was similarly rebuffed. The
Nazi Government claimed that the Jewish question in occupied

Europe was an “internal” German matter.

In August, Cardinal Sahge, Archbishop of Toulouse, took

up the cudgels in a Pastoral Letter. “There is,” he said, “a

Christian ethic. In our diocese, scenes of horror have take

place. Jews are men, Jews are women. They form part of the

human race. They are our brethren, hke many others, and a

Christian cannot forget that.” At the same time he sent a

message of encouragement to the Chief Rabbi of Toulouse.

And to his country at large he declared : “France, beloved

Motherland, who carried in the conscience of all her children

the tradition of respect for the human person—France, I have

no doubt you are not responsible for this terror.”

Cardinal GerUer, meanwhile. Archbishop of Lyons and

Primate of France, called on all Cathohcs to refuse to surrender

Jewish refugee children who had fled to CathoHc homes. Pastoral

Letters to the same effect were read throughout the unoccupied

zone. The Auxihary Bishop of Montaubon, Mgr. Thias,

described the deportation to Poland of 28,000 Jews from Paris

alone, and denounced it as an abomination. Laval’s reply was

to threaten the arrest of all priests who should read these Pastorals

from the pulpit, or any others in future. Some hundreds of

priests were in fact arrested. Nevertheless, Cardinal Gerber

went on to summon a meeting of French Cathobc dignitaries in

Lyons, to draft a collective protest to Vichy ; and he ordered

the excommunication of any Cathobc who received or bought

property unjustly taken from Jewish famibes.

Government reprisals were stepped up to keep pace with the

resistance. In addition to the arrests of parish priests, eight
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Jesuits were seized for refusing to divulge the whereabouts of

some hundreds of Jewish children whom they had smuggled to

safety. Ten Dominicans were arrested on the island of Saint-

Marguerite, off Cannes. Father Chaillet, S. J., visited by the

Gestapo to collect children who had fled to his house, flatly

refused and said he was refusing “at the orders of Cardinal

Gerher.” Asked whaf he meant, he gave the Prefect of the

Lyons Pohce a piece of his mind. “There are limits to every-

thing. We shall continue to take care of these children, and

you will not know where they are until the Vichy Government

promise not to deport them to Germany.” The Police took him

instead. But within the month the defiance had become open.

Led by Mgr. Chaptal, Bishop of Paris, many clergy and lay

members of the various CathoUc societies began wearing the

Star of David, the sign enjoined by the Berlin and Vichy

authorities for all people whose Aryan blood was not ofminimum
purity.

Neutrals took up the cause. “Why,” said the Stockholms

Tidningen, “does France, who wants good relations with the

Vatican, treat the Jews so badly that the Vatican feels obliged

to intervene in the name of Christian mercy? Vatican circles

see in it above all a new Vichy attempt to acquire merit in

Germany for the French Government. This is much more

important for Vichy, because the recruitment of workers has

fallen far short of the desired results. But although the Vatican

understands the very difficult situation in which France finds

herself, it cannot tolerate this inhuman treatment of the Jews

without energetic intervention.”- Likewise the Nation, of

Zurich.- “The Catholic Church,” said the Jewish Chronicle, “is

in revolt.”

“ A word of sincere and earnest appreciation is due from

Jews to the Vatican for its intervention in Berlin and Vichy on

behalf of their tortured co-rehgionists in France ... It was a

iSept. 21, 1942.
2 Sept. 24, 1942.

25



step urged, to their honour, if report be true, by a number of

Cathohcs, but for which we may be sure the Holy Father

himself, with his intense humanity and his clear-sighted

understanding of the true and deadly impHcations of the

assaults on the Jewish people, needed no prompting. With a

courage not always to be observed, he certainly realised that he

was by his action only courting a coarse rebuff, and rebuff

indeed there was. But, coming from such characters as Laval

his his Nazi master, there was in this failure, far from anything

like humihation, only an implied tribute to the moral steadfast-

ness of a great spiritual power, manifestly doing its spiritual

duty. The Pope’s action is also a striking application of the

dictum of one of the Pope’s predecessors, that no true Christian

can be anti-Semite
;
as well as an implied declaration of the

terrible dangers for rehgion and civiUsation presented by the

anti-Jewish cult. In the spirit of these profound verities.

Cardinal Kinsley’s voice has been raised with unexcelled

eloquence and power. And he, too, follows in this way the

example set by his noble predecessor, the unforgettable

Cardinal Manning.”^

In reply, however, the German Government issued ten million

copies, in many languages, of a special pamphlet condemning the

Vatican’s interference. It denounced the “ leniency ” of those

German authorities who, in response to Vatican efforts, had

allowed the Vatican Refugee Office to negotiate the departure

from occupied lands of three hundred Jews, with Spanish or

Portuguese visas. In the past, recorded the pamphlet, eighteen

Popes out of 250 had been anti-Semite, so why could the present

Pope not be ? “ It is permissible,” said Rene JolUnet on Radio

Paris, “ to ask why certain Vatican citizens, usually so circum-

spect, fly up in the air every time it is a question of the descendants

of Christ’s murderers . . . True, it is not only to-day that we
observe this special affection of a section of the Church Cathohc

for Jews, Freemasons and Democrats.”^

^Jewish Chronicle, London, Sept. 11, 1942.
2 Sept. 2, 1942.
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La Croix, the leading Catholic daily in France, was forbidden

by the German authorities to publish the protest which the Bishop

of Montauban issued against other newspapers (notably Grin-

goire) which were fanning the flames of persecution. La Croix

accordingly added a second string to the protest and reprinted it

as a pamphlet :
“ The time has come to state that national

revolution can begin only with national liberation from the

Swastika.”

The nightmare of the hunted Jews, pursued on their way from

exile to exile before the ever-lengthening arm of the European

Gestapo, is epitomised in one revealing sentence at the close of a

calm and factual report made by Cardinal Tisserand in Luxem-

bourg at the end of 1944 :

“ Ecclesiastical circles in Rome have widely echoed the

charitable sentiments of the Pope
;
and the French Houses in

particular, priests and ReUgious, came to the help of Israelites of

all nationalities, Jews from Italy, and Jews from France crossing

from the southern zone into Italy when the hne of demarcation

was abrogated by the Germans in November, 1942.”^

When the Germans marched into unoccupied France, indeed,

the Catholics had actually to cancel the celebrations that were

under way for the sixth centenary of the French Pope Clement

VI. He was the Pope who had defended the Jews in 1348, when
Europe had tried to saddle on them responsibility for the Black

Death.

But there are some failures that are greater than success, as a

Protestant historian once said of the entire Middle Ages. The
record of Catholic resistance to the Nazi anti-Semitic onslaught

stands nowhere higher than in France. So much so, that if the

rumours in the spring of 1945 that anti-Jewish feeUng is on the

up-grade in Liberated France^ should turn out to be true, the

^On Radio Luxembourg, Dec. 13, 1944.

^ French Telegraph Agency, April 14, 1945.
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Catholic body in that country can be counted on to know and to

do its duty.i

HOLLAND
The persecution in Holland reached its peak at almost the

same moment as in France : July, 1942. There had been a

steady crescendo since the German occupation twenty-six months

earlier—beginning with registrations and dismissals of Jews,

first from professions, then from trade and business, then even

from tram-cars and food queues. But it was in July, 1942 that

the wholesale deportations were ordered.

The how and the why were given by Schmidt, Deputy of the

Reichs-Kommisar Seyss-Inquart, in a speech at Waubach on
August 2 :

“ The Jews are Germany’s most dangerous enemies.

Dutchmen cannot defend themselyes actively against them

without considering the question through spectacles of silly

humanitarian sentiment. Owing to the passive attitude of the

Dutch, we Germans have taken over the solution of the Jewish

question ourselves, and have begun sending the Jews to the East

.... Everyone who crosses the path which we consider right

and necessary, or hinders us in the exercise of our task, whatever

his nationality, must expect the same fate.”^

Since, then, the German authorities were determined, and

since the Christians of the Netherlands were also determined, a

head-on colUsion was inevitable. It happened immediately the

daily total of six hundred Jewish deportees began to be entrained

for Poland.

The protest was joint : from Catholics and Protestants

together. It took the form of a telgram to the Reichscommisar,

which the CathoUc Bishops and the Dutch Reformed Church

leaders communicated to all their clergy with instructions to read

1 The full documentation on these events in France, including the texts of
the Bishops’ Letters and protests, are to be found in The Tablet (esp. Sept. 5,

12, 19, Oct. 17, Nov. 21) ; the Jewish Chronicle (esp. Aug. 14, 21, 28, Sept. 4,

11) ;
and the Catholic Bulletin ofForeign News (M. of I.), last half of 1942.

2 Stockholm Svenska Dagbladet, from its Berlin Correspondent, August 6,

1942.
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it from the pulpit on the following Sunday, July 26, and to add

special prayers for the Jews. The authorities got wind of what

was afoot, and immediately stepped in. On the Friday, Schmidt

warned the ecclesiastical leaders that the Jews would be deported

in any case, and that, if the protest were read in churches, all

baptised Christians of non-Aryan origin would be deported also.

This was a terrific blow. It meant that any priest who read the

telegram would be sending his own parishioners of Jewish blood

to certain slavery in the East. What happened as regards the

Protestants is told in Dr. W. A. Visser t’Hooft’s book.^ It was

read in every Catholic pulpit. The upshot is best given in

Schmidt’s own words, from his speech quoted above :

“ ... In Catholic churches the document was read criticis-

ing the anti-Jewish measures taken to safeguard our struggle.

It was apparently also read in some Protestant churches, in

spite of the fact that Protestant circles had announced that it

was not intended to read it everywhere in public. Owing to

these events, the Germans must consider the Roman Catholic

Jews their worst enemies, and arrange for their quickest

possible transport to the East. This has already taken place.”

He also rounded up some hundreds of other Dutchmen as

hostages.

It is in Holland that the Christian of difierent Communions
have been brought together most closely by the war. The tale of

that partnership will make inspiriting reading when it can be

fully known. And, for identity of action by Catholic and

Protestant, with identity of language, it will be found to contain

no more steadfast chapter than that in which they fought to-

gether the rampant “ racialism ” that the Popes and the Bishop

had denounced as a myth and a crime.*

^ The Struggle of the Dutch Church, S.C.M. Press, 1945, pp. 47-50.

* Summary in The Tablet, Aug. 29, 1942 ; text of Pulpit Declaration is in

Visser t’Hooft, op. cit.
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OTHER COUNTRIES
Bulgaria.

Between the two World Wars the Jews in Bulgaria numbered
about seven-and-a-half per cent, of the 5| milhon population.

They had enjoyed a long tradition of prosperity, with only rare

and slight outbursts of anti-Semitism. The pogroms in Bulgaria

began towards the end of 1940, when the country had come into

the German sphere and an anti-Jewish Law was passed. There

was no Nuncio or Apostolic Delegate in Bulgaria, but the Holy
See was kept informed of the persecution. The Pope’s anxiety

over the pUght of the Bulgarian Jews is reflected best in the

exchange of cables between the Vatican and the Archbishop of

Mexico in 1943, when Pius XII, in reply to an appeal which Mgr.

Luiz Martinez had transmitted to him from the Greek Consul in

Mexico City, made clear what had had been able to do in

“ charitable intervention.”*

Hungary.

The Jews of Hungary had been emancipated from penal laws

in 1867. Before the war they numbered about 7 per cent, of the

population. They had been discriminated against under Bela

Kun, and again under Gombos after 1932. Two Laws intro-

duced at the end of 1938 barred to them all by 20 per cent, of

professional posts—a disability later extended to Carpatho-

P.uthenia when this territory came under Hungarian rule.

Cardinal Seredi, the Primate, at once sounded a warning. In

a Pastoral Letter he sought to dissuade the harried Jews from

choosing baptism and a purely nominal membership of the Church

as a means of escape. In his speech in the Hungarian Upper
House a few weeks later he submitted the new Law to a clause-

by-clause analysis and condemned it

:

“ .... It is in the name of justice, the love of our neigh-

bour and patriotism that the Conference of Bishops deemed it

necessary to examine and criticise this Bill. As every article

1 See Tablet, April 3, 1943.
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of this Bill touches the Christian faith, I consider it my duty, as

the representative of that Church, to call your attention to its

defects and its dangers.”

He flatly denounced, as “ an offence against the Christian

laws of charity and justice,” the singling out of one community

for “ harsh and inhuman treatment.”

i

As the persecution grew at German instigation during the

war, the Cathohc resistance grew with it. The Cardinal was

loud again in protest at the Jewish Marriage Law in 1941. In

1943, there was founded by Catholic Hungarians a Holy Cross

Association for the protection of Jews. The Cardinal approved

its statutes in October, and its promoter (Dr. Josef CavalUer,

formerly editor of the newspaper Uj Nemzedek) secured their

approval also by the Ministry of the Interior. The association

took in hand the legal defence of Jews put up for trial. Cardinal

Seredi went so far, early in 1944, as to protest to the Government

against the operation of the German Nuremberg Laws, and to

order Catholics of non-Aryan origin to wear both their Cathohc

Federation badges and the yellow Star of David. This brought

him a charge of “ sabotage ” in the paper Uj Magyarsag. In

reply, the chairman of the Holy Cross Association (Mgr. Apor,

Bishop of Gyor) declared publicly that “ the real enemies of this

countries, and the enemies of God .... are those who excite

classes and races and nations against one another.” Meanwhile,

three Catholic papers had been suppressed by the Germans, and

priests who defended the Jews were sent to concentration camps.
“ I have already been in touch with the Vatican on this

matter,” said the Archbishop of Westminster to the Foreign

Secretary in August, 1944, “ and I am assured by the Cardinal

Secretary of State ‘ that the Holy See, through the Papal Nuncia-

ture in Budapest, has left nothing undone and is still doing every-

thing possible to alleviate the sorrowful plight of all those who
are suffering on account of nationality or race’.” And the

^ Tablet, Jan. 14, 1939, and April 8 for text.
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Swiss Telegraphic Agency reported shortly afterwards that, as a

result of the Papal and of Cathohc and Protestant endeavours,

the deportation of Jews from Hungary had ceased. ^

Yugoslavia.

In Yugoslavia as constituted after the first World War, the

Jews were one in forty of the population. The chmax of the

threat to them during the second World War came in the spring

of 1943. It is best summarised in the words of Radio Vatican,

broadcasting in German to Germany on May 12 that year :

“ In Croatia, early in March this year, all Jews, including those

who had become CathoUcs but who, according to the Nuremberg
Laws, are still regarded as Jews, were requested to register with

with Pohce. As it was feared that they would be taken to con-

centration camps, the Archbishop of Zagreb (Mgr. Stepiani)

lodged an energetic protest with Dr. Pavehtch as soon as the order

was published. On the following Sunday the Archbishop

defined his attitude to this order in a sermon. He said :
‘ No

worldly power, no pohtical organisation, has the right to per-

secute a man on account of the race to which he belongs.

Christian Bishops oppose this, and will fight against such

sersecution.’ A few days later, the orders were withdrawn by

the State authorities.”^

Radio Vatican continued to make sure that the Archbishops’

many pronouncements on behalf of the persecuted, “ be they

Jews, Serbs, Gipsies or Cathohc Croats,” should reach the

German people. His Lenten sermons of that year, on the

plenitude of rights that must be recognised for every man of

every “ race,” “ whether he has studied in a European university

or hunts in the jungles of Africa,” were textuaUy repeated in

German night after night. They wiU be classic in years to come.*

^ The full documentation for these events is in The Tablet, Jan. 10, 1942 ;

April 22, July 15, Aug. 5, 1944.

*This striking success was reported also by the Swiss Press Agency
(KPA) ; see Universe, Oct. 1, 1943.

* Texts of Archbishop Stepiani’s sermons, etc., in Tablet, July 17, 1943.
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ENGLAND
Anti-Semitism in our own country has been sporadic but not

very deep-seated. Ever since the year 1654, when Cromwell

revoked the law of Edward I which had expelled the Jews from

England in 1290, the people of Israel have enjoyed that toleration

which the law of the land secures for all religions.

British Catholics were prominent from the start in the work of

protest and rehef that followed the Nazi pogroms in Germany.

When Arthur Hinsley became Archbishop of Westminster in

1935 he put this work in the hands of a Catholic Committee for

Refugees. When the persecution spread to Italy, Cardinal

Hinsley called a special meeting of this Committee in London at

the end of 1938, so as to expand its organisation to meet the

growing menace. Contributions were coming in from people of

all creeds, and the Cardinal paid a tribute to the support of

British Jews themselves. “ The Jews have been extraordinarily

generous to the Christian non-Aryans, as well as to Jews properly

so-called.”^ In the North, at the same time, the Archbishop of

Liverpool (Mgr. Downey) and the Anghcan Bishop of Liver-

pool (Dr. David) harangued a vast Rally. “ The treatment which

Germany is meting out to the Jews,” said Dr. Downey, “ con-

stitutes atonce a crime against humanity and a menace to civiU-

sation. It is therefore the world's concern.”^

It was the Jewish question, indeed, that brought together the

leaders of all the reUgious bodies in this country in that from of

joint declaration that was to become so marked during the war.

In December, 1938, a joint statement was issued over the

signatures of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Cardinal

Archbishop of Westminster and the Moderator of the Free

Church Federal Council. It drew attention to the revival of

anti-Semitic feeling noticeable in East London at the time (as a

result of the Mosleyites), and declared :

^ Report in The Tablet, Dec. 24, 1938 ; see also details of the Committee’s
work, Tablet, April 24, 1939.

^Report in Tablet, Nov. 26, 1938.

33



“ To prevent the growth of this disruptive influence, the

leaders of the Christian Churches have issued the following

joint declaration : As representing the ministers and clergy of

the Christian Churches we deplore the prevalence of anti-

Jewish feehng in East London. We wish to affirm that we
beheve racial hatred and discrimination to be contrary to the

spirit and teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ. Undoubtedly

there are difficult problems requiring mutual understanding for

their solution. We therefore urge all Christian people to

observe the supreme law of Christian brotherhood in their

relations with all people.”^

The first steps to found a Council of Christians and Jews in

England were taken in the autumn of 1941, at a conference held

at Grosvenor House, with the Archbishop of York (Dr. Temple)

in the chair, and Bishop David Mathew as Cathohc representa-

tive. A formal Council was set up four months later (March 20,

1942), with joint Presidents and Vice-Presidents. The Presidents

were the Archbishops of Canterbury and Westminster and the

English and Scottish Moderators. The Catholics on the Council

included the Earl of Perth, Lord Rankeillour and Lord Tyrrell as

well as Bishop Mathew. The basis of the work was agreed at the

first meeting of the Executive :

“ Since the Nazi attack on Jewry has revealed that anti-

semitism is part of a general and comprehensive attack on

Christianity and Judaism and on the ethical principles common
to both reUgions which form the basis of the free national life

of Great Britain, the Council adopts the following aims :

“ (a) To combat religious and radial intolerance, (b) To
promote mutual understanding and goodwill between

Christians and Jews in all sections of the community,

especially in connection with problems arising from con-

ditions created by the war. (c) To promote fellowship

between Christian and Jewish Youth organisations in

* Letter in The Times, Dec. 8, 1938.
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educational and cultural activities, {d) To foster co-

operation of Christians and Jews in study and service

directed to post-war reconstruction.”

The steady work of this Council, through its Enghsh and

Scottish Conferences and the spread of local Councils in various

towns since 1942, can hold comparison with the similar work

that has been done in the United States and South Africa.^ It

testifies to a Christian determination not to tolerate in a free

democracy the petty persecution which in other countries has

been the first step to a general onslaught on the Jews. Fr.

Bernard Grimley urged, on the contrary, that Rudolf Hess should

be allowed to return to Germany if Hitler would release and allow

the departure of 100,000 Jews in return.^

Cardinal Hinsley’s successor. Archbishop Bernard Griffin, in

due course became a President of the Council of Christian and

Jews. His speech to the Council at the end of 1944 described an

example of how, the Cathohc Chruch throughout the world

being centred on Rome, the efforts of the Holy See to protect the

Jews could extend in all directions. “ I should hke to tell you,”

he said :

“ something of what the present Holy Father and the Vatican

authorities have done to alleviate the suffering and the persecu-

tion of the Jews in many lands. There are thousands of Jews

who owe their fives to the speedy intervention of the Pope

when they were on the point of being massacred. Towards the

end of June I was asked by the World Jewish Congress to

support their appeal to the Holy Father to intervene on behalf

of the Hungarian Jews
;
and it may interest you to hear the

reply I received from the late Cardinary Secretary of State :

“
‘ Reference your telegram July 3, I beg to assure your

Excellency Holy See through Papal Nunciature Budapest has

^ Full particulars obtainable from the General Secretary, The Council of
Christians and Jews, Bloomsbury St., W.C.l.

^ Universe, March 12, 1943.
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left nothiag undone and is still doing everything possible to

alleviate sorrowful plight of all those suffering on account of

nationality or race.’

“ To show how effective was the Holy Father’s intervention,

may I read you the letter which I received from the same

Congress :

“
‘ We are under a profound obhgation to your Grace for

what you have been doing to alleviate the sufferings of our

condemned brethren in Europe. We have to-day received the

following cable from Mr. Myron Taylor :
“ What we have

heard, situation in Hungary has improved.” We feel sure

that this encouraging message is in no small measure due to the

efforts of your Grace.’

“ The Vatican has frequently been invited to intervene on

behalf of the Jews. We offer the Jews our sympathy, but above

all we offer them our practical help. I speak with feeling,

because both Jews and Catholics have suffered persecution.

Prior to the war, we have records of the persecution of the

Church in Mexico, Russia and Spain, and to-day Catholics are

being persecuted in Germany and Poland, not to mention

Northern Ireland, and the aim of this Council is to get rid of

this persecution mania.”*

THE UNITED STATES
As in England, there is in the U.S.A. a National Council of

Christians and Jews. It exists not only for the same purposes as

its counterpart here, but also to present to the Government on

certain issues a body of advice based on the moral principles that

both religions hold. In this Council the General Secretary of

the National Catholic Welfare Conference of America, Mgr. J.

Ready, is prominent. And the “ Tree Faith Declaration ” on

the true basis of post-war reconstruction, issued by the Council

on October 7, 1943, carried some fifty Catholic signatures.

^Full text in Catholic press of Nov. 10-11, 1944.
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Archbishop Mooney’s tribute to the Catholics of Poland in

their defence of the Jews has already been quoted. Mgr.

Ready’s handling of Farinacci’s attacks on the Jews in Italy is a

no less signal utterance. The Jews of the U.S.A. had given

generously to the Pope’s fund for refugee work, and Farinacci’s

newspaper had fired off a series of insinuations. “ The Regime

Fascista” said Mgr. Ready,

“ has the effrontery to charge that Jewish money from this

country has, to put it bluntly, bought the Holy Father’s

solicitude for the persecuted Jewish people. The calumny is

too gross to merit denial. The Pope has received money from

America, of course. I can attest that very substantial sums have

been contributed by my fellow-Catholics in the United States

for the relief administered by the Holy Father in favour of the

* persecuted and war-sufferers of all countries. These dollars

were contributed by our citizens of every condition, rich and

poor, because they loved truth and mercy and hated iniquity,

and because they recognised in Pius XII the character and

spirit of the Vicar of Christ.”*

This work went on right through the war. In 1943, on the

Day of Yom Kippur, Rabbi Magnin of Los Angeles gave an

account of what the Holy See had been able to do, and prayers

were said “ for the safety and health of Pope Pius.” In October,

Rabbi Barnett Brickner broadcast over the Cleveland wireless to

Jewish members of the United States Forces, praying for the

deliverance of Pius XII from the Nazis. This was at the height

of the German occupation of Rome, and a few days before the

bombing of the Vatican on November 5. “ May the Pope,”

he said, “ and all religious leaders who have been persecuted by

these enemies of Christianity and Judaism find freedom in the

New Year.”*

•Text in The Tablet, Oct. 19, 1940.

* The Tablet, Nov. 27, 1943.
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Tributes from American Jewish leaders have been many.
“ The Jews of the world,” said Rabbi Louis Finkelstein in a

broadcast on the N.B.C. Network, “ watch with grief as another

city sacred to the members of its own faith, and having within its

precincts the great leader of Catholic Christendom, is occupied

by the same armies that threatened Jerusalem last year. We
pray that the succour which came to Jerusalem may also be

granted to Rome
;
that it may escape from its present peril

intact, suffering no harm at the hands of the enemy, or at our

own hands as we seek to deliver it.”^

Rabbi Morris Lazaron of Baltimore published an article in

his Synagogue Bulletin recalling the various Papal condemnations

of anti-Semitism, together with as much as was known of the

work of bishops and priests throughout Europe in support of the

Church’s lead for the succour of the Jews “ driven like animals

from their homes. They have shielded and healed them at the

risk of their own lives, and indeed many priests have been jailed

and not a few killed in their efforts. But is is more than a mere

reciprocal gesture which prompts our prayers for his Holiness.

We can place ourselves in the position of our Catholic friends

.... We link our prayers with theirs. May God protect and

keep his Holiness in strength and all good.”^

1 and 2 Ibid Dec. 25, 1943.
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I

EPILOGUE

“ Christians must show towards Jews the same goodwill

which we desire to be shown to Christians in pagan lands.”

—

{Pope Gregory IX, April, 1233 ; in reply to the Hierarchy of

France),

“
It was in the name of the frankest feeling of Brotherhood

that the Church did its utmost to rescue our threatened people

from destruction. The supreme ecclesiastical authorities and all

those priests who suffered for us in imprisonment and in con-

centration camps have our eternal gratitude.”—(A Jew, at the

meeting of the National Committee of Liberation in Milan, 1945).
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